
Mary Burger Wolfert
January 10, 1933 - November 23, 2022

Mary F. Burger Wolfert, 89 of Bradley, passed away Wednesday, November
23rd, 2022, at Faith Place Memory Care, Danforth, IL, surrounded in love. 

 

Mary was born January 10th, 1933, in Hunt City Township, IL, the only
daughter of Berlyn and Emma (Miller) Yockey. 

 

She married her high school sweetheart Jimmie (Jim) Burger on May 17th,
1951, in Willow Hill, IL. After Jim got out of the service they moved to the
Kankakee area, buying their first home in Bradley, Il to raise their family. Jim
was killed in a car accident on his way home from work on May 16th, 1994,
the day before what would've been their 43rd Wedding Anniversary. 

 

Mary later married Robert (Bob) Wolfert on March 2nd, 2000, in Crown Point,
IN. whom she met at Riverside Hospital where they both served as Hospitality
Volunteers. She had volunteered for years delivering flowers and cards to
patients and was loved by all as she always had a smile on a face that would
brighten a room. She and Bob were married until Bob's death on November
14th, 2021. 

 

She enjoyed crocheting baby afghans and did so for many years. When her
daughters were young, she enjoyed sewing and made many of their clothes
and outfits for their baby dolls and Barbies. Mary was a "mall walker" for many



years when it was too cold to walk outside or ride her bike around her
neighborhood. Mary was a member of The First Church of God, Kankakee, IL,
where she taught Sunday School for many years and always enjoyed helping
at Vacation Bible School and was active in the Women's group. She was also
a member of the Bradley Women of the Moose Chapter for many years. 
Mary was an avid bowler and quite proud of her many bowling achievements
for high series, high games, and League Championships. Over the years she
bowled on a Women's Church league and several mixed leagues with Jim and
later with Bob. 

 

Mary absolutely loved watching The Wheel of Fortune and would amaze
everyone how she could solve a puzzle with only a couple of letters on the
board. She also loved traveling to Hawaii where she went several times with
her daughter Bonnie and son in law Mike. Her sister-in-law Martha Yockey
was always her traveling companion and shopping partner and some of
Mary's best times were on those trips. 

She loved her Grandkids and would try to attend as many of their activities as
she was able to over the years. Spending time with them and family and
friends were one of her favorite things to do. She'd say, "sit down, let's just
visit". Mary had a laugh that was so contagious, once she'd start laughing the
whole room would be laughing til they'd cry. 

Mary was known and loved as "Grandma Mary" to many children over the
years and she loved being "bonus" Grandma to so many and loved them all! 

 

She is survived by: 
 Daughters/Son in laws; Nancy and Raymond Raspolich, Kankakee, IL. Bonnie

and Mike Felesena, Bradley, IL. Son/Daughter in law; Jerry and Ellen Burger,
Antioch, IL 

 



Grandchildren: Kelly Felesena of Kankakee, IL, Justin Felesena of Bradley, IL,
Bryan Burger of Iowa City, IA 

 

Great Granddaughter: Emma Stevenson of Kankakee, IL 
 

Stepdaughters: Debra McGehee (Jurgen), Cherry Valley, IL, Kim Peck (Will),
Hobart, IN. Stepson: Chris Wolfert (Sue), Rochelle, IL. 

17 Step Grandchildren and several Great Grandchildren. 
 

Brother: Berlyn Yockey, Jr., Willow Hill, IL 
 

Sister in laws and Brother in laws: Martha Yockey, Willow Hill, IL, Lorretta
Reid, Ozark, MO, Marge (Gerald) Benge, Manteno, IL, John (Loni) Burger,
Omaha, NE. and many nieces and nephews. 

And many wonderful friends and neighbors who were always there for Mary. 
 

Chris Norton, Bradley, IL, who was Mary's "Chrissy". Chris was a devoted and
loving caregiver but more than that she was Mary's friend. Mary loved "her
Chrissy" like her own daughter. 

 Bella Chio, Kankakee, IL, who became family the last year caring for Bob and
Mary. Mary loved seeing Bella and would say "we will do something fun when
Bella comes". 

 

Mary was preceded in death by her parents, 4 older brothers and
Granddaughter Kristy Dawn Harris. 

 

Visitation will be held Friday, December 2nd, 2022, from 4pm-7pm. A visitation
will be held Saturday, December 3rd, 2022, from 9:00am until the funeral



service at 10:00 am with Pastor Dan Morris officiating at Jensen Funeral
Home, Kankakee, IL. Burial will follow at Kankakee Memorial Gardens. 

 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Uplifted Care (formerly known as
Hospice of Kankakee) or Prairieview Lutheran Homes designated for Faith
Place Memory Care.



Cemetery Details

Kankakee Memorial Gardens

15 S 3000 E Road
Kankakee, IL 60901

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 2. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

Visitation

DEC 3. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com


Funeral Service

DEC 3. 10:00 AM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
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October 08, 2023 at 04:39 PM

Mary Burger Wolfert

December 02, 2022 at 02:47 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mary Burger Wolfert.

December 02, 2022 at 10:20 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Mary Burger Wolfert.

David Felesena - December 01, 2022 at 10:36 PM

The passing of Mary has left a major hole in the lives all her family
and friends. Her love and laughter was given to ALL - not just her
family. She was witty, funny, GOD loving, and a family member to
everyone she knew. She would take you in, feed you, and make you
feel special - even if you were not family. I cannot think of anyone
who met and knew Mary will forever be touched by her love for all.

https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Vicki Marcotte - November 30, 2022 at 05:18 PM

Vicki Marcotte purchased the Garden Accent Sto
ne - "May You Find Comfort In The Arms of An A
ngel" for the family of Mary Burger Wolfert.

November 28, 2022 at 10:27 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Mary Burger Wolfert.

Amy Martino - November 28, 2022 at 11:14 AM

Amy Martino lit a candle in memory of Mary
Burger Wolfert

Margaret Thompson - November 26, 2022 at 09:19 AM

Will miss Mary, she was so kind and vibrant, a
wonderful neighbor.

https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1313&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1313&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1313&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1313&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Christine Norton - November 25, 2022 at 10:26 PM

Mary was one of the sweetest people I have known. The last 6
years have been some of the best times . She was a funny one and
got me laughing . I will miss and love her always

UB

urieil Baker - November 26, 2022 at 09:01 PM

Years ago we were good friends in Manteno really so sweet and kind
we lost touch but Nancy you will remember melamine somewuHat a
home bound 89 yr old widow now but Gods blessings to all Muriel
Baker

DM

Debra Wolfert Mcgehee - November 28, 2022 at 04:33 PM

What can I say about this amazing woman that we all knew and loved?
Well for me she was an Angel. She came into my my fathers life and
brought with her more happiness and light then he had ever known
possible, they were magic together. Both filled an emptiness in the
other that was surly needed. She became my step mother although
“step” was not a word we used nor felt. She was “mom”. Her smile,
laughter and beauty was contagious and she made me a better person
just by having her in my life. She was a light to both my father and I
that cannot be extinguished, not even by death. Mary you will continue
to shine in my heart and life as long as I live. Thank you for ALWAYS
being you! 

 Love Debbie


