
Joshua Lee Palenik
April 11, 1980 - January 25, 2023

Joshua Lee Palenik, 42, of Kankakee, passed away peacefully on January 25,
2023. 

 Joshua was born April 11, 1980, in Kankakee, the son of Annette Clyden and
Edward Palenik. 
He journeyed through life for 42 years, making friends wherever he went. As a
young child you would have found him shooting hoops or running around with
a buddy. A regular Midwesterner, Josh loved Mountain Dew, his family, and all
things sports. The Bulls, The Bears, and The Fighting Illini of course, but
being influenced most by his Grandpa Johney Morris, Josh was a fanatical
supporter of the Chicago Cubs. This would fuel a lifelong rivalry with his sister
Jenn, the White Sox fan. 

 A guy who enjoyed the simple things, Josh found the most joy in things like
fishing, mushroom hunting, watching his nephew play sports, listening to
music, eating good food, or just hanging out with friends and family. Spending
time on his Grandma Sandy and Papa Bob Milton’s farm added to his
appreciation of the outdoors. Josh was a guy who loved his mom, read the
Bible, played a lot of cards, and had surprisingly good dance moves. 

 Joshua graduated from Watseka High School and went on to study alternative
energy at KCC. Much like his father Ed, Josh was gifted with mechanic
knowledge and enjoyed working on cars as well as houses. He spent many
years working in the construction field with much of that time spent alongside
his stepfather Scott. Family is everything, and Joshua had a lot. A father, he



was blessed with one daughter, Alexys Edwards. If you spent time with him,
he surely showed you her dance or 4H pictures. His parents, Annette (Scott)
Clyden and Ed Palenik shared Joshua and Jennifer, then surrounded him with
a blended family of siblings. Josh has 5 little sisters Jennifer (Jeramy)
Kissack, Sherry Palenik, Heather Clyden, Nikki Garcia, and Alyssa Royster all
of whom he loved fiercely. A perfect definition of brotherhood, Josh has 7
brothers, younger and older, impacting him throughout the years including
Dylan Palenik, Justin (Jessica) Clyden, Jason (Jennifer) Reiniche, David
Williams, Joey, Derek, and Scott Peters. Nieces and nephews made Josh
beam with pride including Tristen, Taya, Traeh, Carter, Jordan, Jackson,
Hannah, Jalynn, Levi, and others he wishes he could have spent more time
with. A special nephew himself to Aunts April Morales, Holly Milton, and
Melanie Morris, Josh grew up with several cousins that he seen often and
held special places in his life. 

 His heavenly greeting was imaginably beautiful as his grandmothers Dolores
Morris, Sandra Milton, and Norma Palenik all whom he admired as much as
he missed, waited with open arms. Standing alongside his grandmas, his
Uncle’s Jamey and Butch Morris, a special cousin Jolene, a beloved
stepmother Kaye Palenik, 2 grandfathers, Rudy and Doc that he will meet for
the first time, and his best friend Eric Osborne, all smiles and love. 

 Josh included so many people in his life, he was a giver of memories. Those
memories are his legacy and those who loved him are grateful they were
plentiful. 

 Please join us with Joshua's loved ones on Wednesday, February 1, 2023, at
Jensen Funeral Home in Kankakee starting at 2pm until the service at 4pm. A
luncheon will follow where everyone is welcome to share stories, pictures, and
hugs. Memorial donations in Joshua’s name can be made to Thresholds
Outreach Kankakee, Il or any community mental health program.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 1. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

Service

FEB 1. 4:00 PM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

Luncheon

FEB 1. 5:00 PM (CT)

Jensen Funeral Home
3639 EAST State Route 17
Kankakee, IL 60901
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com

mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
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October 08, 2023 at 04:39 PM

Joshua Lee Palenik

Beth Vanhorn - February 02, 2023 at 12:55 AM

R.I.P. Josh, you were a good guy, I enjoyed
the few times we had over the summer and
thx for making my 3 long years at the towers
easier to handle..you will be missed buddy, fly
with the Angels my friend!!

Randy Godby - February 01, 2023 at 12:32 PM

Josh rest in peace little buddy! I know I didn’t see you much these
last few years but my memories of this enthusiast, talkative, funny,
young man who I enjoyed talking to will always be fondly in my
heart . You were a man after my own heart with your love of Bulls ,
Bears, and Cubbies. Pretty much every time I saw your family I
asked how you were doing ! My condolences to all those family
members who hold you so close in their hearts. You were indeed a
special person Roxy and I wish you all the best. God bless!

RG
Roxy Godby - February 01, 2023 at 12:43 PM

RIP �





MM





February 01, 2023 at 10:09 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Joshua Lee Palenik.

Mary McNutt - January 31, 2023 at 04:09 PM

Mary McNutt lit a candle in memory of Joshua
Lee Palenik

January 31, 2023 at 01:55 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Joshua Lee Palenik.

January 31, 2023 at 01:49 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Joshua Lee Palenik.

https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jensenmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Holly Milton - January 31, 2023 at 10:03 AM

Josh, you were the cutest baby ever — Those
chubby cheeks and big brown eyes! When
you were born, it made me an aunt — a role
I’ve loved ever since. Thank you for that! 
You touched many lives and your absence
will forever be felt — you will be intensely and endlessly missed,
Josh. 
 
I love you! 
- Aunt Holly

Joyce Tucker - January 30, 2023 at 04:57 PM

Joyce Tucker lit a candle in memory of
Joshua Lee Palenik

Sherry Woolsey - January 30, 2023 at 02:39 PM

Beautiful tribute to your brother. No words can
ease your pain just know I can feel the
brokenness of your hearts. Sending healing
prayers for you all.



JS

Jeanne Stebbins - January 30, 2023 at 01:22 PM

What a beautifully written obituary. Josh was a very special guy!
You have fabulous memories of him that will always live on in your
heart forever. 
You all have my sincere sympathy.


